How can participating in Network benefit Retail Food Programs?
· How can the network bridge the gap across jurisdictional boundaries in (INSERT AREA)
· Network participation is not limited in scope. Any jurisdiction can participate regardless of size, geographic area, or entity. Network participation has been shown to advance jurisdictional conformance with the Retail Program Standards and promote participation within other local jurisdictions who were not previously enrolled in the Standards.
· Network participation has shown to improve food safety programs overall through collaboration.
· Network participation has shown to develop a single voice to communicate with state, federal and local jurisdictions. 
· How can participants benefit from the network with a lack of time due to competing priorities?
· Networks provide a space for peer exchange of successful strategies and lessons learned, which amplifies the spread of information, especially among jurisdictions that do not have the staff capacity or funds to attend training. LPHAs with limited staff capacity find it helpful to have access to documents and resources that larger LPHAs create regarding Program Standards, retail food program documents and other food safety messaging.
· Network participation has been shown to provide access to resources and materials to fill gaps of under-resourced LPHAs.
· How can participating in a network help people new to their positions?
· LPHAs with newer food safety program staff benefit most from peer-to-peer sharing making them able to quickly adopt best practices and leverage the experiences of their peers. Network members can strengthen their own project management skills, learning from their more experienced peers about how to run a regulatory food program including establishing goals and priorities, identifying funding opportunities, and purchasing equipment.
· Network meetings can provide a platform for members to discuss how they conduct routine inspections and regulatory enforcement to ensure practices are consistent and aligned with the Retail Program Standards. This helps ensure that retail food service operations with locations across regulatory jurisdictions are subject to the same guidelines.
· The network can serve as a place for members to have a single point for communication regarding compliance to state mandates and emerging threats to food safety.
· How can participating in a network help with the Program Standards if my jurisdiction does not have much experience with the Program Standards?
· There is a formal mentorship program through NEHA and NACCHO that provides grant funds for jurisdictions to work on a specific project(s) for specific Standards. The benefit of a network is that you can get mentorship experiences without the commitment of having to complete certain work. It allows jurisdictions that are just learning about the Standards to get their ‘feet wet’ without added pressure.
· Network members can provide real examples to follow when conducting the program self-assessment and determining an appropriate action plan and timeline for conforming with the Retail Program Standards. 
· Networks can provide an opportunity for LPHAs to ask any questions they may have for state agencies and provide feedback to those agencies regarding Food Code and Retail Program Standards adoption.
This information is summarized from a study conducted by NACCHO and CFP in 2021 as work supported by FDA for the Retail Food Safety Regulatory Association Collaborative: https://www.naccho.org/blog/articles/an-evaluation-of-existing-retail-program-standards-networks

